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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 
35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this 
section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the 
date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 4 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 

being anticipated by Palmer (US 5,684,715). 

3. Regarding claim 4, Palmer discloses an interactive 
video system comprising: An internet moving image 
linking system (lines 51-67 of column 1) comprising; a 
user terminal (lines 43-47 of column 3); 

a server (lines 61-63 of column 3; while claim recites server, 
it is well known in the art that network-based systems utilize server 
and clients relationship); 
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a moving image distributor for distributing a moving image to 
said user terminal (lines 50-54 of column 2 and lines 38-63 of 
column 3; playback apparatus corresponds to moving image 
distributor); 

an image detector for detecting, based on point time information 
transmitted from said user specific portion of an image designated by 
said user based on point coordinate information transmitted from said 
user terminal and based on said static image detected by said image 
detector (lines 50-61 of column 2, lines 59-66 of column 4, line 56 of 
column 5 to line 48 of column 6 and line 35 of column 7 to line 37 of 
column 8 and Fig. 3-5; the frame which user clicks on corresponds to 
the static image, and in Fig. 5, the interactive video apparatus functions 
as an image detector by intercepting the cursor selection on the 
frame. And it also functions as an image recognizer by matching the 
selected objects to the video object descriptors based on objects 
positions and frame number). 

4. Regarding claim 17, Palmer discloses an interactive video system 
comprising wherein the specified portion of the image is a moving 
object in the image (15-59 of column 7 and Fig. 3-5). 

5. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms 
the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a)'A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not 
identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of 
this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
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be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter 
as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Palmer (US 5,684,71.5) as applied to claim 4 
above, and further in view of Astiz et al. (US 5,918,012; refer to as 
Astiz herein). 

Regarding claim 5, Palmer does not disclose link point storage, detector 
and comparator. Astiz disclose a hyperlinking time-based data files system 
comprising: 

Server comprises: a link point storage for storing link point 
information (lines 6-19 of column 8; the video map contains the 
link point information); 

a link point detector for detecting a link point at a point time 
based on point time information and link point information 
transmitted from said user terminal (lines 6-19 of column 8; the 
server includes means of spotting the link point (coordinate data on 
the map) based on the time coordinate and point coordinate clicked 
by user, thus functions as a link point detector); 
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and a link point comparator for comparing the coordinate of an 
image recognized by said image recognizer with the coordinate of a 
link point detected by said link point detector (lines 36-52 of column 
10; the server includes means of comparing the spot (coordinates 
of the image objects on the frame image recognized based on the 
point coordinate information) with the link point detected based on 
time coordinate and point coordinate clicked by user, thus functions 
as a link point comparator). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
utilize the teaching of Astiz to provide an simple and easy way to 
present user a video data that is interactive without other additional 
software application on the interface browser (lines 14-67 of column 
4 of Astiz). Also, both Astiz and Palmer are directed to an 
interactive video system. By utilizing the teaching of Astiz would 
allow Palmer to have a better way to present user with interactive 
hyperlink-related information (lines 51-67 of column 1 of Palmer). 

8. Regarding claims 6-7, Palmer discloses an interactive video 
system comprising: 

A point designator for designating a specific point within a moving 
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image (lines 14-27 

of column 7 and Fig. 1 -2 and 5; the interactive video apparatus 
captures the cursor 

position on the frame designated); 

A point coordinate information transmitter for transmitting point 
coordinate information designated by said point designator to said 
server; a point time information transmitter for transmitting point 
time information regarding a point designated by said point 
designator, to said server (lines 61-63 of column 3, lines 51-66 of 
column 4 and lines 15-63 of column 7 and Fig. 1-2 and 5; the 
interactive video application program is responsible for capturing 
the cursor position on the frame number which can be considered 
as point time information since frames are displayed in time-based 
sequence, and the video object descriptors which can be network- 
based (server) would use the point information for recognizing 
objects); 

Palmer does not disclose a moving image reproducer for 
reproducing a moving image distributed from said server and server 
comprises means for transmitting, when said link point comparator 
issues a coincident result, related information to said user terminal. 
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Astiz disclose a hyperlinking time-based data files system utilizing 
the method (lines 18-24 and lines 33-56 of column 6 and lines 49- 
59 of column 10 and Fig. 4; the user terminal utilize the browser to 
request downloading the video data file from the server is 
functioning as reproducing the moving images from the server). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize 
the teaching of Astiz to provide an simple and easy way to present 
user a video data that is interactive without other additional software 
application on the interface browser (lines 14-67 of column 4 of 
Astiz). Also, both Astiz and Palmer are directed to an interactive 
video system. By utilizing the teaching of Astiz would allow Palmer 
to have a better way to present user with interactive hyperlink- 
related information (lines 51-67 of column 1 of Palmer). 

9. Regarding claim 8, Palmer does not disclose server comprises 
means for continuing, when said link point comparator does not 
issue a coincident result, to reproduce a. moving image by said user 
terminal. Astiz disclose a hyperlinking time-based data files system 
utilizing the method (lines 34-40 of column 1 I and lines 48-49 of 
column 12; the user will be able to choose to continue to play the 
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video which is to reproduce moving image from the server to the 
user browser and in the case of no coincident result, a default page 
will also be displayed). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to utilize the teaching of Astiz to provide an simple and 
easy way to present user a video data that is interactive without 
other additional software application on the interface browser (lines 
14-67 of column 4 of Astiz). Also, both Astiz and Palmer are directed 
to an interactive video system. By utilizing the teaching of Astiz 
would allow Palmer to have a better way to present user with 
interactive hyperlink-related information (lines 51-67 of column 1 of 
Palmer). 

10. Claims 11, 18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Palmer (US 5,684,715). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 1 1 , Palmer discloses an interactive video 
system comprising: 

wherein the user terminal comprises a point time transmitter for 
transmitting said point time information and a point coordinate 
transmitter for transmitting said point coordinate information, wherein 



Application/Control Number: 10/028,913 
Art Unit: 2676 

said point time information is transmitted separately from said point 
coordinate information (lines 51-66 of column 4 and line 15 of 
column 7 to line 37 of column 8; it is noted that the when user clicks 
on the video, a frame with frame number is first obtained, the frame 
number corresponds to time since frames are displayed in time- 
based sequence. And based on the cursor position (point 
coordinate), the objects are then being obtained). Palmer does not 
specifically disclose two transmitters and that the point time 
information and point coordinate information are transmitted 
separately. However, it would have been a designer's choice to 
modify Palmer by having two transmitters and the information being 
transmitted separately since the information are used to obtain two 
different data,, one for frame and one for object. Since applicant has 
not disclose that having two transmitters solves any stated problem 
and it appears that the system would perform equally well with one 
transmitter. 

12. Regarding claims 18 and 20, note the rejection as set forth 
above with respect to claim 4. Palmer further teaches "control 
based on selection of static areas in a display screen" (Column 1, 
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lines 38-39). Thus, it would have been obvious to the person of 
ordinary skill to recognize that the user can designate the specific 
portion of the image and the image detector can detect only the 
static image in a display screen as mentioned above. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 12-16 and 19 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed June 15, 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

The Applicant argues, at page 7, by asserting that Palmer (5,684,715) 
does not disclose the recited limitation "an image detector for detecting a static 
image at a corresponding time based on point time information transmitted from 
said user terminal". The examiner respectfully disagrees. 

Palmer clear teaches 

"Specifically, an operator's interaction with and control of such video 
sequences has largely been limited to external interactive control, such as to 
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play, stop, pause, fast-forward, reverse, etc, or to control based on selection of 
static areas in a display screen ." (Column 1 , lines 36-40) 

Palmer further teaches 

"Each frame contains a variety of objects, such as objects 54 through 59. 
Some of the objects, such as objects 54, 55, 56 and 59, are static objects , 
meaning that their position relative to the frame does not change from frame to 
frame." (Column 4, lines 40-44). And "Attribute part 62 includes spatial 
information, temporal information , and action information." (Column 4, lines 53- 
55) 

Palmer further teaches 

"In Fig. 5, an event interpreter is used to coordinate playout of successive 
frames of video information from the video source synchronously with playout of 
a file of video object descriptors, to extract lists of active video objects as well as 
an action map for actions which are taken when those video objects are selected , 
to determine when a user has selected a video object corresponding to an active 
video object by matching current cursor position on a display against the list of 
active objects, and to initiate execution of an associated action when a match is 
found." 

For the reasons as mentioned above, it is inherent that when a user 
selects a static object image on the display screen, the cursor coordinates (x, y) 
will be detected. And the "initial time" when the user clicks the mouse will also be 
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detected to "initiate execution" which corresponds to the claimed "based on point 
time information". 

In response to applicant's argument that Astiz (5,918,012) can not be 
combined with Palmer, since "Astiz relates to a network data processing system 
(an internet system), whereas Palmer relates to a video system (a TV system)" 
(page 13), the test for obviousness is not whether the features of a secondary 
reference may be bodily incorporated into the structure of the primary reference; 
nor is it that the claimed invention must be expressly suggested in any one or all 
of the references. Rather, the test is what the combined teachings of the 
references would have suggested to those of ordinary skill in the art. See In re 
Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981). 

The rejection of claims 12-16 has been withdrawn. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
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action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to LUU MATTHEW whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7663. The examiner can normally be reached on Flexible Schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, BELLA MATTHEW can be reached on (571) 272-7663. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



M. Luu 
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